
at the hearing.  The 

-

ment presentations 

from four different 

Organizers. One of the 

main outcomes of this 

huge untapped source 

 

 

 

 

moment” for ending mass  

incarceration. 

We are ready to make demands 

together. 

power against oppression based 

 

 

a series of discussions with an  

 

 

TIFA is a Part of the National Mass  
Incarceration Cohort Convening    

by Raylene Truxton

J

sixteen different states to organize 

mass incarceration. There were four 

Truxton.  The two day agenda was 

from 2014.

 

brothers and sisters from 9 to 5 

issues and outcomes pertaining to 

 

decisions about strategy. We need a 

 

 

 

We need to break down the  

 

function both between organizations 

 

 

foundation for the communication 

network. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

to get at the deeper roots of mass  

Continued on page 4 (Incarceration) 
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Message from the  
Executive Director,  
Jennifer Erschabek

In memory of the lives 
we have lost

L

 

TIFA Contact
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

-

ter subscription to the member address. 

-

Board of Directors 
 

 

Chair 
 

Secretary/S Tx Regional Director 
 

Treasurer

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Executive Director 
 

Membership 
 

SE Texas Regional Director

TIFA

www.tifa.org

tifa@tifa.org 

 

Note
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Message from TIFA 
Chair, Patti Kassel

E
it is not just a 

new word to 

try to focus my 

on during the upcoming 12 months.  

-

-

our mission is to encourage anyone 

-

them onto the right path.  To educate 

a great way to start your year with 

hope and direction for the coming 

months that might impact the rest of 

n

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Goodbye
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to get engaged and reach out to their 

 

 

 

meeting with other state  

n 

O
 

 

 

 

in an effort to engage in 

it pertains to the Texas 

 

 

 

was for him  to be apprised  of the 

showed great interest as we discussed 

asked to be addressed by the Texas 

 

concerning the Texas 

-

was awed when we 

 

photographs that we had 

 

 

organizations are in getting changes 

in the system. 

 

 

A Visit With a Representative 
by Twila Dotson

A

network and support one another in a 

 

Treasurer reported on 

 

Updates and  

 

 

foster care. Mr. Gagen is 

an engaging speaker who 

 

What
Why

When

How to  

getting their chapter members to make 

appointments with 

 

incarcerated. 

The next speaker was 

 

 

 

why it is important to  

-

and Outcomes. The  

outcome of getting to 

 

-

answers to questions or processes 

 

 

 

meeting.n

 

2015 TIFA Chapter 
Chair Retreat in Austin
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State Bar of Texas

 

Lawyer Referral Information  

Service 

to hire an attorney.

the name and phone number of an 

Texas Lawyers for Texas Veterans 

– Texas Lawyers for Texas Veterans 

n

 

 

 

host of other areas are now seen as 

 

 

 

incarcerators and their subsidiary 

n

 
 

Finding Legal Help for 
Civil Issues  

T
CIVIL law is everything except 

criminal defense or criminal  

appeals. 

 

Family law:

Incarceration   (Continued from page 1) 

rights.

Housing:

Employment:
insurance.

Consumer:  

Probate:
 

Legal Aid
 

The state of Texas is broken up 

-

region.

 

 

 

 

 

Pro Bono Lawyer Referral Services 

–

attorneys who want to do pro bono 
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Medically  
Recommended  

Intensive Supervision
L

 

 

may dump their sickest inmates on 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The sickest inmates can each cost the 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-

-

edge of their charge or sentence. The 

 

 

 

percent of the cases.

staff to better care for other inmates.n

grown 11.4% 

 

session.

Do you see the name of your  

Senator or Representative below? 

 

House Corrections Committee 

Chair:  

Vice-Chair:  

 

 

 

House Criminal  

Jurisprudence Committee 

Chair:  

Vice-Chair:  

 

Senate Committee of  

Criminal Justice 

Chair:  

Vice Chair:  

 

 

 

Leticia Van de Putte 

It’s time for you to go visit! 



 

 

 

65% of respondents reported  

 

35% 

None of the respondents reported 

Of the respondents who reported  

46% of respondents who reported 

 

 

76% of respondents who were  

 

69%
 

41.5%
-

17% of respondents—out of those 

Grievances and 
Class-Action  

Lawsuits 

by Terri LeClercq, Ph.D.

It’s time.  

the number of Texans caught up in 

 

 

system works.

Let’s do it.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

That was the stated purpose and 

 

 

 

status from the court to proceed to 

 

 “Cruel and 

Unusual Punishment:  Excessive 

Use of Force at the Estelle Unit,” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Non- Incarcerated Intended Spouse 

The non-incarcerated intended 

-

Offender 
The offender requesting to get  

 

 

submitted to the unit access to courts 

 

marriage.

 

Offender Marriages on TDCJ  
Property 

-

for offenders to be married in the  

 

be made on a case-by-case basis as 

authorized by the warden.  

 

 

 

for no more than 30 minutes each. 

no requirement for a witness at the 

marriage. 

 

 

 

 

 

punishment of separation from  

 

access to courts—a right afforded to 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Get involved..  n

Parole Packet  
Workshops for 2015

Corpus Christi Chapter 

 

Taylor Chapter

 

Tyler Chapter 

 

**For time and locations visit our website 
at www.tifa.org/events.   n

embrace and kiss at the end of the 

ceremony. 

-

 

-

 

bring in one book or document and 

-

cerated intended spouses may not 

bring in a wedding ring to be ex-

changed with the offender during the 

a wedding ring at the time of intake in 

Property.”  

photographs after the marriage. 

 

permitted in connection with or  

 

 

of the marriage.  n
Marriage in 
TDCJ
M

permits offenders to be married on 

 

 

 

procedure for the marriages and can 

PLEASE READ  

method for a marriage ceremony.  

 



Humble  
 

 

Killeen - Harker Heights

 

Pearland - South Houston

 

Rio Grande Valley  

 

(corner of 10th & Champion, 
across from medical center)

Corpus Christi

 

 

Dallas

 

Ft. Worth

 

 

Granbury  
 

 

 

 

Houston

 

TIFA

PO Box 300220

Austin,  TX 78703-0004

CONTACT
Vol. 20 No. 1 Jan 2015

Amarillo

 

Austin- South

Austin - North

Beaumont

Conroe

San Antonio

 

San Antonio - North

 

 

Taylor
 

 

Tyler 

If you are interested in 

starting a TIFA chapter in 

your area, please contact 

 

(512) 371-0900 

TIFA Chapters


