Biography

Ms. Rita Castro

Ms. Rita Castro was born in San Antonio, Texas; however she has lived in various places as the daughter of a career Army soldier. She has lived in Frankfurt, Germany; the Panama Canal Zone; Columbia, South Carolina; El Paso, Copperas Cove, Killeen, Harker Heights, Corpus Christi, and Galveston Texas. 
Ms. Castro is an Associate Professor at St. Philip's College in San Antonio. She has an Associate of Arts and Associate of Applied Science in Law Enforcement from San Antonio College, a Bachelor's degree in Business from Our Lady of the Lake University in San Antonio, a Master's degree in Library and Information Science and has some coursework toward a PhD at The University of Texas at Austin. She has been a member of the Alpha Chi, National Scholarship Honor Society; Delta Mu Delta, National Honor Society for Business Administration Majors; Phi Beta Lambda, Future Business Leaders of America; the International Society of Educators and Scholars; National Council for Learning Resources, Texas Library Association and the Texas Community College Teachers Association.
She has served the community on the Mayor’s Coalition for a Drug Free Galveston. She also serves as a judge for Bexar County Elections Administration. She has participated in the Asian and Pacific Islander Institute, College Multicultural Programming Advisory Board, and the Single Parents Advisory Board in Galveston, Texas. She has volunteered with the Alamo Area Big Brothers/Big Sisters and the Alamo Area Chambers of Commerce Junior Achievement program. She participated in the San Antonio Women’s Chamber of Commerce Leadership Loop and San Antonio Youth Literacy Volunteer Reading Program. She has served on the St. Philip’s College Diversity Committee, Hispanic Heritage Committee, and has represented her colleagues on both the Staff Council and Faculty Senate. She is also a member and past president of the Sunny Slope Pasadena Heights Neighborhood Association.
She has worked with the Texas Department of Criminal Justice (TDCJ) Criminal Institutions Division, Regional Directors, and Wardens. She has participated in several Public Awareness of Corrections Today (PACT) conferences, the Sunset Review of TDCJ, Parole, Medical, and Windham. She has worked with many Texas Parole Board members and commissioners. Her advocacy for the incarcerated has brought her in contact with local officials, state legislators, and others working on behalf of those in jails and prisons at the county, state, and federal levels.

She has partnered with Prison Fellowship Ministries and serves on the Bexar County Re-Entry Council. She also has participated in the Restorative Justice Pilot Project and the Bexar County Detention Ministries WANA (We Are Not Alone) support group and has appeared on television and radio programs.

She has served and advocated on behalf of families and their loved ones in Texas, the United States and abroad as well as participated in Mock-Interviews and provided the commencement address at the Three Rivers Federal Correctional Institution.

Presently Ms. Castro is serving as a TIFA San Antonio Chapter Chair, Regional Director for the South Texas Region, and on the Board of Directors as Secretary.
